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Date: July 2019 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE  
 
NAME: Luca Cicalese, M.D., Ph.D., F.A.C.S. 
 
PRESENT POSITION  
AND ADDRESS:  Professor, with Tenure (2007-present) 
   Division of Transplant Surgery, Department of Surgery 

University of Texas Medical Branch 
6.206 John Sealy Annex, Rte 0533 
301 University Blvd, Galveston, TX 77555-0533 
Phone: (409) 772-2405; Fax: (409) 772-2425 
Email:  lucicale@utmb.edu 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL:  Birthdate: September 9, 1963 

  Birthplace: Rome, Italy 
   Citizenship: U.S.A. 
   Home address: 1718 Shoreline Court, Seabrook, TX 77586 

 Phone: (281) 942-9148 
 Foreign address: Via Ottaviano n. 73, 00192, Rome, Italy 

Family: Cristiana Rastellini, M.D. (wife), PietroAntonio (son), 
Francesco Luca (son), Vittoria Maria (daughter), Alessandro Ottaviano 
(son) 

 
EDUCATION: 
03/15/2016   Ph.D., Biomedicine and Neurosciences, “Honoris Causa” 
    University of Palermo 

Italy 
 
06/27/1990   M.D., Summa cum Laude 
    Facolta’ di Medicina  

University of Rome “La Sapienza” 
Rome, Italy 

 
1984    Maturita’ Classica 
    Convitto Nazionale 
    “Vittorio Emanuele II” 
    Rome, Italy 
 
TRAINING (GME): 
11/14/1995   Resident – Surgery 

School of General Surgery II 
    University of Rome "La Sapienza" 

Rome, Italy 
Director: Prof. R.Cortesini 

 
12/31/1998   Clinical Fellow – Transplant Surgery 
    T.E. Starzl Transplantation Institute 

University of Pittsburgh 
Program Director: J. Fung, M.D. 
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BOARD CERTIFICATION: 
Italian Board of Medicine, University of Rome "La Sapienza," Rome, Italy (06/27/1990-present) 
Italian Board of Surgery , School of General Surgery II, University of Rome “La Sapienza,” 
Rome, Italy (11/14/1995-present) 
 
LICENSURE INFORMATION: 
Pennsylvania – Medical License #LT-000282-L (issued: 1995; expiration: 1999) 
Illinois – Medical License #113-000026 (issued: 1999; expiration: 2003) 
Massachusetts – Medical License #216445 (issued: 2002; expiration: 2009) 
Texas –Medical License #46492 (issued: 09/15/2018; expiration: 09/15/2019) 
 
PROFESSIONAL WORK HISTORY AND TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
1990-1992   Scientific Director of Coordination  

C.C.S.T. Center South Italian Transplant   
Consortium  

    Rome, Italy 
 
1991-1992    Military Service, Italian Air Force 
    General Surgery and Orthopedics 
    I.P.A.M. (Presidiary Infirmary Italian Military Air Force) 
    Rome, Italy 
 
1995-1996   Professor (a contratto) 

Facolta' di Medicina e Chirurgia  
    Libero Istituto Campus Bio Medico 
    Rome, Italy 
 
1995-1998   Research Mentor, Graduate and Undergraduate Students 

School of Medicine 
    University of Pittsburgh  
    Pittsburgh, PA, USA 
 
1995-1998   Instructor of Surgery  

T.E.Starzl Transplantation Institute 
    University of Pittsburgh 
    Pittsburgh, PA, USA 
 
1997-2002   Research Mentor, Department of Surgery 
    University of Rome 
 
1999-2002   Director, Intestinal Transplant Program 

Division of Transplant Surgery  
    University of Illinois at Chicago  
    Chicago, IL, USA 
 
1999-2002   Assistant Professor of Surgery, Tenure Track 

Division of Transplant Surgery 
    University of Illinois at Chicago  
    Chicago, IL, USA 
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2000-2003   Research Mentor, PhD Programs in Science of Nutrition  
    University of Illinois at Chicago 
    Chicago, IL, USA 
 
2001-2002    Professor, Ph.D. program  

"Technologic innovations in surgery and transplantation" 
    University of Rome "Tor Vergata" and 
    University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
2001-2002   Member and Advisor, Graduate Students 

Graduate College of Medicine  
    University of Illinois at Chicago  

   Chicago, IL, USA 
 
2001-2002   Director, Transplant Research  

Division of Transplant Surgery 
    University of Illinois at Chicago 

   Chicago, IL, USA 
 
2002-2007   Section Chief, Liver and Intestinal Transplantation  

Division of Transplant Surgery 
University of Massachusetts  

    Worcester, MA, USA 
 
2002-2007   Associate Professor of Surgery and Pediatrics 

Division of Transplant Surgery 
University of Massachusetts  

    Worcester, MA, USA  
 
2002    Director, Pediatric Liver Transplant Program  

Division of Transplant Surgery 
    University of Illinois at Chicago  

   Chicago, IL, USA 
 
2002    Lecturer 

RUSH, University Hospital 
    Chicago, IL, USA 
 
2003-present   Transplant Expert 

Medscape  
 
2007-present   Professor, with Tenture 

Section of Transplant Surgery, Department of Surgery 
   University of Texas Medical Branch 
   Galveston, TX, USA 
 
2007-2014   Director, Texas Transplant Center  

Department of Surgery  
   University of Texas Medical Branch 
   Galveston, TX, USA 
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2007-2016   John Sealy Distinguish Chair of Transplant Surgery  
Department of Surgery  

   University of Texas Medical Branch  
   Galveston, TX, USA 
 
2012-2014  Founder/Director, Clinical Fellowship in Transplantation 

University of Texas Medical Branch 
Galveston, TX, USA 

 
2007-present   Research Mentor, Department of Bioengeneering 
    University of Palermo 
    Palermo, Italy 
 
2008-present   Director, Hepatobiliary Surgery 

Department of Surgery 
University of Texas Medical Branch 
Galveston, TX, USA 

 
2012-present   Founder/Director, Clinical Fellowship in Tranplanation 
    University of Texas Mediacl Branch 
    Galveston, TX, USA 
 
2012-present   Director/Professor, PhD Program 

University of Palermo, Palermo Italy  
 
 
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES: 
 
Grant Support: 

 
Past: 
Number:  Cell Therapeutics Inc. 
Title:     Effect of Lisofylline on Bacterial Translocation and Mucosal Barrier Function 
Principal Investigator:  L Cicalese; Funding:; Period: 01/01/1996-01/01/1998 
 
Number:  CMRF 
Title: Pancreatic Islet Transplantation to Treat Diabetes: A New Strategy in Graft 

Immuno-Isolation. 
Principal Investigator:  C Rastellini; Funding:; Period: 07/01/1997-06/30/1998 
Co-Investigator:  L Cicalese 
 
Number:  University of Rome TorVergata and Italian Government 
Title:     Pancreatic Islet transplantation. 
Principal Investigator:  P. Sileri, MD; Funding:; Period: 1998-1999 
Mentors:   L Cicalese, C Rastellini  
 
Number:  NIH 
Title:   Tolerance induction in clinical pancreatic islet transplantation - a new era for the 

cure of diabetes 
Principal Investigator:  C Rastellini; Funding:; Period: 09/30/1999-09/30/2004 
Co-Investigator:  L Cicalese 
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Number:  Fujisawa Healthcare Inc. 
Title:   Retrospective and prospective analyses of the efficacy of Tacrolimus based 

immunosuppression on the control of obesity related complications following 
renal transplantation.  

Principal Investigator:  L Cicalese; Funding:; Period: 01/07/2000-03/06/2002 
 
Number:  Hans Vahlteich Endowment Program for Faculty Research 
Title:  P-Glycoprotein (p-gp) activity and expression in T-Lymphocyte subsets of solid 

organ transplant recipients and their correlation with graft outcomes.  
Principal Investigator:  E. Vasquez, PhD; Funding:; Period: 03/2001-03/2002 
Co-Investigator:  L Cicalese 
 
Number:   Juvenile Diabetes Foundation (JDF) 
Title:  Multicenter Trial of Solitary Islet Transplantation in Brittle Type 1 Diabetic 

Patients Using Edmonton Steroid-free Immunosuppression.  
Principal Investigator:  C Rastellini; Funding:; Period: 2004-2005 
Co-Investigator:  L Cicalese 
 
Number:   Delcath Systems, Inc.   
Title: A Random Assignment Study of Hepatic Arterial Infusion of Melphalan with 

Venous Filtration Via Peripheral Hepatic Perfusion (PHP) (Delcath System) 
Versus Best Alternative Care for Ocular and Cutaneous Melanoma Metastatic to 
the Liver. 

Principal Investigator:  Orhan Ozkan, MD; Funding:; Period: 2004-2005 
Co-Investigator:  L Cicalese 
 
Number:   Roche Protocol ML 17225; UMass Docket #11426 
Title: An Open Label; Prospective, Randomized, Controlled, Multi-center Study 

Assessing Fixed Dose versus Concentration Controlled CellCept® Regimens for 
Patients Following a Single Organ Renal Transplantation in Combination with 
Full Dose and Reduced Dose Calcineurin Inhibitors. Phase IV study 

Principal Investigator:  G Basadonna; Funding:; Period: 12/8/2004-2007 
Co-investigator:  L Cicalese, M Uknis, J Stoff, D Mandelbrot, P-Y Fan 
 
Number:   Novartis CRAD001AIS09 
Title: A Prospective, Multicenter, Open Label, Randomized Study of the Safety, 

Tolerability and Efficacy of Certican® (RAD001) with Simulect®, 
Corticosteroids and Lower Levels versus Higher Levels of Tacrolimus in de novo 
Renal Transplant Recipients.  

Principal Investigator:  G Basadonna; Funding:; Period: 2004 
Co-investigator:  L Cicalese, M Uknis, J Stoff, D Mandelbrot, P-Y Fan 
 
Number:   Roche VAL031 
Title: Long-term suppressive Valcyte™ Therapy in Transplant Patients and the 

Development of Ganciclovir Resistant CMV (UMass:  H-10810).  
Principal Investigator:  M Uknis; Funding:; Period: 2004 
Co-Investigator:  L Cicalese, G Basadonna, J Stoff, D Mandelbrot, P-Y Fan 
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Number:   JDRF Innovative 
Title:  Beta Cell Proliferation During Pregnancy: a Study of Gene Expression and 

ProteinProfiles, In response to JDRF special program announcement on 
Regeneration of Beta Cell Function in Type I Diabetes Mellitus-an 
Interdisciplinary Team Approach 

Principal Investigator:  C Rastellini; Funding:; Period: 08/2004 
Co-Investigator: L Cicalese 
 
Number:   Novartis 
Title: Investigator Initiated Research Grant: Prospective Study to Evaluate Tolerability 

of Myfortic® (Mycophenolate Acid) in Combination with Simulect® (Basilimab) 
Induction and Tacrolimus without Steroids in Three Patient Populations; Cohort 
1: Kidney/Pancreas Transplant Recipients (Type I), Cohort 2: Diabetic Kidney 
Transplant Recipients (Type I & II), and Cohort 3 (control group): Non-diabetic 
Kidney Transplant Recipients   

Principal Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding:; Period: 2004 
 
Number:   Charline Dauphin Foundation 
Title: Creation of a multidisciplinary outreach clinical activity in Beaumont for the care 

of end stage organ disease and organ transplantation.  
Principal Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding:; Period: 2004 
 
Number:  #09-043 MTT 
Title:  A Pilot Study to Identify the Differences in Adipose Tissue Function After 

Restoring Normal Glycemic Control Following Pancreas Transplantation 
Principal Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding: $100,000; Period: n/a 
 
Number:   #10-269  
Title:  Evaluation of Tissue Markers Related to the Pathogenesis of Hepatitis C Virus 

(HCV) Induced Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC) in Biopsy Samples Obtained in 
Surgically Removed T issue     

Principal Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding:; Period:  
 
Number:   Gillson Longenbaugh Foundation 
Title:   “Developing an Artificial Intestine” 
Principal Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding: $125,000; Period: 2010-2012 
 
Number:  CTSA MTT – UTMB 
Title: Pilot Study to Identify the Differences in Adipose Tissue Function After 

Restoring Normal Glycemic Control Following Pancreas Transplantation 
Principal Investigator: L Cicalese, Rastellini C; Funding: $100,000; Period: 06/2010 – 06/2012 
 
Number:  CON 20023 – NOVARTIS Pharmaceuticals Corporation  
Title:  “Protocol No. CERL080AUS76T:  Prospective Study to Evaluate the Tolerability 

of Myfortic (Mycophenolic Acid) in Combination with Simulect (Basilimab) 
Induction, Tacrolimus without Steroids in Three Patient Populations:  Cohort 1: 
Kidney/Pancreas Transplant Recipients (Type I); Cohort 2: Diabetic Kidney 
Transplant Recipients (Type I & II); and Cohort 3 (control group):  Non-Diabetic 
Kidney Transplant Recipients. 

Principal Investigator: L Cicalese, Rastellini C; Funding: $500,312; Period: 06/2010 – 05/2012 
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Number:  #11-056 
Title: An Open-label Compassionate Drug Use Trial of a Single-agent ARQ 197 in a 

Patient with Advanced Hepatocellular Cancer   
Principal Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding:; Period: 
 
Number:   Beckman Coulter 
Title: Multicenter, Prospective Evaluation of the Beckman Coulter, DxN HCV Viral 

Load Assay as an aid in the Management of HCV-infected Individuals 
Undergoing Antiviral Therapy 

Co-Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding: $3042/patient (10 Patients); Period: 2012-2014 
 
Title: A Sub-study to Evaluate the Pharmacokinetics of Rifaximin in subjects With 

Severe Hepatic Impairment and Overt Hepatic Encephalopathy” -- PK sub study 
for above study  

Co-Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding: $4,565/patient (6 patients); Period 2012 
 
Number:  Genentech  
Title: Non-Interventional, Prospective, Cohort Study of the Effectiveness, Safety, and 

Utilization of Two Approved Pegylated Interferon-Based Direct Acting Antiviral 
Triple Therapies in the Management of Genotype 1 Chronic Hepatitis C in Routine 
Clinical Practice in the USA 

Co-Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding: $4456/patient (7 Patients); Period: 2012-2014 
  
Number:  Salix 
Title: Multicenter, Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled, Trial To 

Evaluate The Efficacy, Safety, and Pharmacokinetics of Rifaximin 
550mg In Subjects With Severe Hepatic Impairment and Overt Hepatic 
Encephalopathy 

Co-Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding: $16,438/patient (6 patients); Period: 2012-2014  
 
Number:  ARQ CON 19603 (Protocol No. ArQ 197-215) 
Title: A Randomized Controlled Phase 2 Trial of ArQ 197 in Patients with 

Unresectable Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC) Who Have Failed One Prior 
Systemic Therapy. 

Co-Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding: $21,434/patient (6 patients); Period: 2011-2014 
 
Number:  IKARIA 
Title: A Multi-Centered, Randomized, Placebo-Controlled, Double-Blind Study to 

Confirm the Reversal of Hepatorenal Syndrome Type 1 with Lucassin 
(Terlipressin)”. 

Co-Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding: $17,267/Patient (2 patients); Period: 2011-2014 
 
Number:  Vital Therapies, Inc., San Diego, CA 
Title:  “Safety and Efficacy of ELADin Subjects with Acute Alcoholic Hepatitis 

(AAH)” 
Principal Investigator: Duchini, Andrea and Cicalese, Luca; Funding:; Period: 04/2013-03/2016 
Major Goal(s): The objective of this study is to evaluate safety and efficacy of ELAD (artificial 

liver) with respect to overall survival of subjects with a diagnosis of Acute 
Alcoholic Hepatitis.  
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Number:  Vital Therapy  
Title: “A randomized, open-label, multicenter, controlled study to assess safety 

and efficacy of elad® in subjects with alcohol-induced liver 
decompensation (AILD) 

Co-Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding: $22,271; Period: 2013-2015 
 

Number:  University of Palermo and ERSU 
Title: Lab Research on Liver Cancer, Stem Cells, Transplantation and Islet 

Transplantation 
Principal Investigator: L Cicalese, C Rastellini; Funding: salaries; Period: 2013-2014 
Description: Funded salary lines to support positions for 2 PhD students (Drs. Mauro 

Montalbano and Tiziana Corsello) for 2 years and 1 surgery resident (Dr. 
Giuseppe Damiano) for 1 year to participate in research activities on liver cancer, 
stem cells and transplantation and islet transplantation in our laboratory.  

 
Number:  ARQ197-A-U303 – ArQule/Daiichi Sankyo 
Title:  A Randomized Controlled Phase 3 Multi-center Trial of ArQ 197 in Patients with 

Unresectable Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC) Who Have Failed One Prior 
Systemic Therapy" 

Principal Investigator: L Cicalese; Funding: Period: 2014-2017 
 
COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILTIES: 
National 
2005-2006   Region One Review Board Chair to the OPTN/UNOS Liver and Intestinal 

Organ Transplantation Committee  
2005-2006 Region One Representative to the OPTN/UNOS Liver and Intestinal 

Organ Transplantation Committee 
2008-present Regional Review Board Member, Organ Procurement and Transplantation 

Network (OPTN)/United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) Region 4 
Liver/Intestinal Transplant  

2008 Review Board Member, Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network 
(OPTN)/United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS)  

2012-present  Review Panel Member, National Institute of Health (NIH) 
2013 Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN)/United 

Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) Region 4 Subcommittee Liver 
Transplantation for Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC) 

2014-2017  Bylaws Committee Member, American Society of Transplant Surgeons  
 
State/Regional 
2003 Northeastern Regional Liver Transplant Advisory Board Member, Roche 

Pharmaceuticals 
2006 Scientific Advisory Board Member (fungal infections in transplantation), 

Astella's Pharmaceuticals 
2009   Organizing Committee Member, Texas Transplant Society 
 
UTMB-Department of Surgery 
2008-present  Tenure and Promotion Evaluation Committee Member 
2008-present  Evaluation Committee Member, General Surgery Residency Selection  
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Other Universities 
1995-1996 Istitutional Review Board Committee Member, Facolta' di Medicina e Chirurgia, 

Libero Istituto Campus Bio Medico, Rome, Italy 
1995-1996 Data Safety Monitoring Committee Member, Facolta' di Medicina e Chirurgia, 

Libero Istituto Campus Bio Medico, Rome, Italy 
1999-2002 Evaluation Committee Member, General Surgery Residency Selection, 

University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, IL, USA 
2002-2007 Evaluation Committee Member, General Surgery Residency Selection, 

University of Massachusetts, Worchester, MA 
 
Scientific Sessions Organized 
2001 Vice-Chairman, Organizing and Scientific Committee. Abdominal organ 

transplantation from living donors: state of the art.  Gubbio, Italy 
2003 International Scientific Committee Member, VIII International Small Bowel 

Transplant Symposium, Miami, FL 
2005 Scientific Board Member of the VANCOUVER FORUM; International forum to 

address the medical care of the liver lung, liver, intestinal and pancreas donor. 
Vancouver, September 14-16, 2005 

2007 International Scientific Committee Member, Xth International Small Bowel 
Transplant Symposium, Los Angeles, CA 

 
TEACHING/MENTORING RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 

A. TEACHING/MENTORING RESPONSIBILITIES AT UTMB:  
a. Teaching: 

School of Medicine (SOM): 
Medical Student Activities 
• Attending Staff, Transplant and General Surgery Services 
• Co-Facilitator, Gross Anatomy and Radiology Module – MS1 
• Research mentor for medical mtudents 
• Member, Neuroscience Graduate Program, Department of Neuroscience, Cell Biology, 

and Anatomy 
 
General Surgery Resident Activities 
• Attending Staff, Transplant and General Surgery Services 
• Coverage – Transplant, General Surgery, and Vascular Access Surgery Services 
• Call Coverage – Transplantation Service, General Surgery Service    
• Research Teacher and Mentor for Surgical Residents under NIH T32 Grants 
 
Research Activities 
Program Director, International NOD-PhD Program (UTMB-UniPA) 

 
b. Mentoring 

Students/Mentees/Advisees/Trainees: 
• Research teacher/mentor for medical students, PhD students, and post-graduate research 

fellows 
• External reviewer of Ph.D. dissertation for PhD students 
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MEMBERSHIP IN SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES/PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
1990   Club di Medicina "Ripagrande" of Rome, Founder 
1991-present   Ordine dei Medici Chirurghi of Rome 
1996-present   Society of Surgery for the Alimentary Tract (SSAT) 
1996-present   American Gastroenterological Association (AGA) 
1996-present   Transplantation Society  
1999-present   American Society of Transplant Surgeons 
2000-present   American Society for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition 
2000-present   American Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Association  
2000-2003  Chicago Surgical Society 
2003-present   Fellow, American College of Surgeons 
2003-present   Massachusetts Medical Society  
2005-present  Intestinal Transplant Association 
2008-present   Texas Transplantation Society 
2018-present  American Medical Association 
 
HONORS:  
1990   Summa cum Laude, Doctor of Medicine degree (110/110 e lode) 
1990-1991   Hesperis Scholarship, European College of Transplantation 
1994 Young Investigator Award, American Motility Society 8th Biennial Symposium 

(see Abstract #16 below) 
1995 International Steering Committee Fellow Award, XV International Symposium 

on Gastrointestinal Motility (see Abstract #23 below)  
1995   Summa cum Laude, General Surgery Specialization (70/70 e lode) 
1995 Ross Resident and Fellow Research Award, 10th Annual Meeting of the Society 

for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract (see Abstract #20 below) 
1995 Fellow Award, International Steering Committee, The XV International 

Symposium on Gastrointestinal Motility (see Abstract #23 below) 
1996 Ross Resident and Fellow Research Award, Annual Society for Surgery of the 

Alimentary Tract (see Abstract #40 below) 
1996 Recognized Outstanding Researcher Status, Immigration and Naturalization 

Services of the United States of America 
1998 Travel Award, Transplantation Society XVII World Congress (see Abstract #47 

below) 
1999 Young Investigator Award, American Society of Transplant Surgeons 25th 

Annual Meeting (see Abstract #50 below) 
2000 Class Act Award, University of Illinois at Chicago Medical Center. Criteria for 

the award: "This employee is a role model who continuously demonstrates 
exceptional competence and compassion in the performance of his/her job 
responsibilities" 

2001 Terry and Thelma Stergios Award for Excellence, University of Illinois, for basic 
research for faculties 

2001 Outstanding Service, Urban Health Program and Temple University School of 
Medicine, for mentoring and training students in the biomedical sciences 

2001   Young Investigator Award, Transplant Odyssey (see Abstract #91 below) 
2003 1 of 200 Best Presentation Award, XX International Congress of Transplantation 

Society, Vienna, Austria 
2009   Best of the Best Physician (1 of 10), Houston Medical Journal 
2010 One of the Top Italian Health Researchers Working Abroad (Inaugural 

Member of the Italian Network of Health Research), Italian Minister of 
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Health, Prima Conferenza Nazionale sulla Ricerca Sanitaria, Cernobbio, 
Italy 

2011   Travel Award, AST/CST (see Abstract #165 below) 
2011 Basic Science Research Award, 58th Singleton Surgical Society Meeting 

(see Abstract #174 below) 
2011 Poster of Distinction Award, American Transplant Congress (see Abstract 

#170 below) 
2012              3rd Place, Abstract Competition Award, American College of Surgeons-South 

Texas Chapter (see Abstract #180 below) 
2013 Texas Super Doctor, Selected by peers & independent research of Key 

Professional Media; Includes only highest-scoring doctors; Approx. 5% of 
physicians within respective state or region 

2013 Selected as “One of the 10 Most Successful Italians in the US” for a 
biography book “PRIMI DIECI” by Riccardo Lo Faro 

2013 1st place Clinical Science Award, Annual Fellows Conference (see 
Abstract #184 below) 

2014 Honored for “Best Career of Italian Scientists in the USA” award, Italian 
Cultural and Community Center, Annual Gala Event, Houston TX, USA 

2016 “Honoris Cusa” Doctor in Philosophy (PhD) in Biomedicine and 
Neurosciences, University of Palermo, Italy, Palermo Steri Sala Magna 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Editorial Board 
Editor-in-Chief:   Intestine, Landes bioscience, Georgetown, TX 

http://www.landesbioscience.com/journals/intestine.html 

Journal Reviewer 
American Journal of Transplantation 
Case Report in Transplantation 
Digestive Diseases and Sciences 
Transplantation 
Digestive and Liver Disease 
Transplant Immunology 
Journal of Surgical Research 
Transplantation Proceedings 
 
Grant Reviewer 
National Institute of Health (NIH), National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Review 
Panel RFA AI-07-006 Clinical Trial in Organ Transplantation in Children (CTOT-C) (2007) 
 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Review Panel RFA AI-12-005 “Clinical Trial in 
Organ Transplantation in Children (CTOT-U01) (2012) 
 
National Institute of Health (NIH), National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) Review 
Panel for RFA-AI-13-006 “Clinical Trials in Organ Transplantation (CTOT) (U01) (2014) 
 
Patents 
Patent # 08686313 -Cicalese L, Stanko R: Pyruvate use in organ preservation solutions and cell culture 
media.  
 
  



12 
 

Professional Development/Courses 
2001   Robotic surgery, Intuitive da VinciTM  
   Surgical system training 
   UIC, Chicago, IL 
 
2005   Laparoscopic liver resection Course 

Program Director D. Arvisson MD 
   Karolinska Institution 
   Stockholm, Sweden 
 
2011   Fundamentals of Laparoscopic Surgery Program (FLS) 
   Galveston, TX 
 
Medical Education Courses/Studies 
1985   Selected Student, Internal Medicine 

Chairman Prof. Carrescia 
   Department of Medicine 
   San Giacomo Hospital of Rome 
   Rome, Italy 
 
1986   Selected Student, Internal Medicine 

Chairman Prof. D. Scavo 
    Department of Medicine 
    II Medical Clinic 
   University of Rome"La Sapienza" 
   Rome, Italy 
 
1987 - 1990   Selected Student, Transplantation & General Surgery 

Chairman Prof. R. Cortesini 
   II Surgical Clinic 
   University of Rome"La Sapienza” 

Rome, Italy 
 

1988    Training Student, General & Cardiovascular Surgery 
Chairman C. E. Copeland MD, Surgery 
R. Pellegrini, MD, Cardiovascular Surgery 

   Mercy Hospital  
   Pittsburgh, PA, USA 
 
1989    Training student in General Surgery 

Chairman: C. E. Copeland MD 
   Mercy Hospital 
   Pittsburgh, PA, USA 
 
1990   Laparoscopic Surgery 

Chairman: Prof. Francois Dubois 
   Clinique Universitaire 
   Porte de Choisy Hospital 
   Paris, France 
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1990   European College of Transplantation 
   Merieux Foundation 
   Annecy, France 
 
1991   European College of Transplantation  
   Karolinska Institution 
   Stockholm, Sweden 
 
News Press/Television Appearances 
 

1. "Professor finds solution to preserving donor organs."  Univ. of Chicago Medical Center, UIC 
Health Bi-Weekly Update; April 10, 2000, Volume 2, Number 7. 

 
2. "Liver transplant director is hired - UMass Memorial fills vacant post" Worcester Telegram & 

Gazette, Worcester, MA, 2002. 
 

3. "UMass Memorial expands Organ Transplantation Program - Program Receives UNOS Approval 
for Small Bowel Transplantation."  UMassMemorial Transplant Times, Vol. 1, No. 1, December 
2002. 

 
4. "Another Regional First for UMass Memorial - Small Bowel Transplantation Program On Track" 

UMass Memorial Transplant Times, Vol. 1, No. 2, March 2003. 
 

5. "UMass in planning state of small-bowel program.” Worcester Telegram & Gazette, Worcester, 
MA, June 2, 2003. 

 
6. "Small Bowel Transplantation Program Beings" UMass Messenger, April 8, 2004. 

 
7. “UMass Memorial Performs Small Bowel Transplant - First in Northeast.”  Transplant Times, 

June 2004. 
 

8. "Gift of life changes hands: daughter, mother make medical history at UMass”  Telegram & 
Gazette, Worcester, MA, Thursday, May 13, 2004. 

 
9. "For Springfield woman, transplant offers new life - daughter gives section of intestine to 

mother."  The Boston Globe, Boston, MA, Thursday, May 13, 2004. 
 

10. "Region's first live transplant of intestine looks good.”  Boston Herald, Boston, MA, Thursday, 
May 13, 2004. 

 
11. "Springfield family shares new bond after transplant."  MassLive.com, May 13, 2004. 

 
12. "First successful intestinal transplantation in New England" News, NECN – TV; Air Date:  May 

12, 2004. 
 

13. "Rare Surgery" Healthcast, Channel 7 News, WHDH – TV; Air Date:  May 12, 2004. 
 

14. "UMass Memorial performs intestinal transplant."  The Providence Journal, Providence, RI, 
Thursday, May 13, 2004. 

 
15. "Small bowel transplantation program underway" UMass Medical Staff Bulletin, March 2004. 
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16. "News Brief "UMass Memorial's Department of Surgery implements a Small Bowel 

Transplantation Program", Annual Report "Vitae" Vol. 27, No. 2, 2004. 
 

17. “Gift of Opprtunity: Liver transplant is life-saving and life changing” Telegram & Gazette, 
Worcester, MA Sunday April 2, 2006. 

 
18. “An uplifting tale of survival” The Daily Texan, Austin, Sept., 2008 

 
19. “Please consider becoming an organ donor.” The Daily News, Galveston Apr. 20, 2008. 

 
20. “The correlation between liver and cardiac diseases” Liver Health Today 10(4) Oct-Dec. 2008 

 
21. UTMB news: “Group ‘rides’ for transplant patients.” Houston Cronicle Apr. 24, 2008. 

 
22. Houston Medical Journal, April 2009 Vol 7, issue 1; Every year the Houston Medical Journal 

recognizes the Best of the Best Physicians in the region. Dr. L. Cicalese was among the 10 
physicians recognized as Best of the Best for 2009. 

 
23. Open Journal: Texas Transplantation Center at UTMB, KPFT 90.1 FM.  Houston, April 2009 

 
24. Multiorgan transplantation at UTMBT, KEYS 1440 AM, Corpus Christi, Jan. 2009 

 
25. Dr. Cristiana Rastellini and Dr. Luca Cicalese featured on “ABC 13 News” on February 14, 2012, 

with the story “Love in the Lab”. 
 

26. Transplant anti-rejection drug protects against Alzheimer’s disease. Luca Cicalese, Giulio 
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